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From Grefham-College, February 2. 


Had a harder Task fer this E 
vening by the Royal Society 
than was ever yet put to me, 
fince I profefied to anfwer 
Queftions fent me from the 
Ingenious. * It was, how far, and to 
what Age Men ought to make their 
Studies publick to the W ‘orld. The 
Rega rd and Care of the Manage- 
ment of their Thoughts ne P ager 
are as varioully co be confi: dered, 
their natural and acquired Parts dif. 
fer ; but if one may tranfg refs againtt 
the Careful Praétice of the Learned 
in the prefent times, {2 much as to 
give an Opinion in fuch a material 
Point Iam apt to believe, that lefs 
Care better emp! loyed would much 
longer continue the finencfs of their 
Notions, and make Wir and Judg- 
ent laft many Years longcr than 


they generally do. A Man that lives 
referved and temperate in his Youth 
may be better qualified for an Au- 
thor at Fourfcore than he that {pends 
one half of his Age in a heedlefs 
Negleét of himfelf can be capable 
of performing at Fifty. Excefles in 
Vertue as well as Vice take off the 
Beaury of the Mind betimes.A Scho- 
lar may as much weaken and impair 
his Health and 1 Me smory in too hard 
and fevere a Study in Divinity or 
Mathematicks, as he who gives a- 
way the Strength and Vigour of his 
Youth toa fair Woman. A Student 
who would {pin out his Labours to 
along and hne Thread, muft be 
moderate in his Dict and Sleep, yet 
take Care to keep up the Flame and 
Vigour of afprightiy Nature; for 
when that Light and Force of 
Thought begins to be extinguifhed 
in the Mind, he is entirely fuperan- 
nuated and difabled from being an 

4E Author, 
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Author, altho’ he has lived but 
Twenty or Thirty Years in the 
World. But if he can by a ftrong 
and healthy Conftitution pgeferve 
that Perfection of Senfe in his Soul 
till he comes ro the Age of Ninety ; 
he is abfolurely fitted to be a Writer. 
If thefe Rules are duly obferved, 
Authors «may know when to leave 
off ftudying, and when they can no 
longer come up tothe true Relifh of 
the Age. Ic isfor want of making 
this Obfervation, that many have 
gone on to publifh their Works, 
when Weaknefs and Infirmities have 
worn out the Spirits. The Defect is 
bur too common, few Perfons know 
how to make their Retreat in feafon, 
and can fay with Horace, 


Eft mibi purgatum crebro qui perfonat 


aurum, 
Solve fene/centem mature [anus equum,nue 
Peccet ad extremum ridendus, & lia 
ducat. 


Poets and Orators ought efpe- 
cially to be moft diligent to know 
the time when to withdraw them. 
felves from Affairs, becaufe they 
have more need of an intenfé Fire of 
Imagination than others ; yet it hap- 
pens but too often that they keep in 
the Career until the urmoft Declina- 
tion of Age. They think the Pub- 
lick is confin’d to drink the very 
Dregs of their pretended Neétar. 
But if formerly the Legiflators limit- 
ed the time, wherein People might 
marry; (for they forbid thc Women 
of Fiky, and the Men of Sixty Years 
of Age to do it) and if they fuppos’d 
that after a certain Age, they fhould 


not think any more of getting Chil. 
dren, either becaufe of theextingion, 
or the weaknefs of the Faculties ; ¢- 
very one ought alfo to fer bounds to 
himfelf, for the Produ€tion of Books ; 
which isakind of Generation where- 
to every Age is in no wife proper. 
The Comparifon Horace wll ufe 
of, puts me in mind of a Precepe 
that Virgil left us, which old Poets 
ought to apply tothemf<lves. 


Hune quoqye, ubi aut morbo gravis 
aut jam fegnior annis, 

Deficit, abde dome, nec turpi ignofce 
Senetie. 

Frigsdus in Venerem fenior, fruftraque 
laborem 

Ingratum trabit, , fi quando ad pre- 
lia ventum eff, 

Us quondam in ftipulis magnus fine 
viribus ignis 

Incaffum fuerit, 


Ancient Poets ought to make the 
beft ufe of this Leffon, and nor 
to think toclimb on Parnaffus, when 
they are become like that Horfe 
Pliny {poke of after Ariftotle, Generat 
mas ad annos triginta tres-- -Opunte 8 
ad quadraginta duraffe tradunt, ad- 
jutum modo in attollenda priove parte 
corporis, ‘They obfcure their firft 
Glory by it in Imitation of Domitius 
Afer, Many confecrate their Mufes 
to devout Poems in their old Age, 
which are commonly infipid Fruits ; 
though fometimes I have known 
very excellent Works compos’d by 
old Men on all Subjeéts. As foon as 
I came home from the College, I 
told my Family what a difficult Gye- 
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flion the Royal Society had put up- 
on me to anfwer. One ot my Grand 
Children, who is a fprightly Youth 
and a good Scholar, told me (after 
he had heard what I had been abour) 
that he thought it was high time for 
me to confider thofe things | had 
been telling others, and leave off be- 
ing an Author ; for Sir (faid he) me- 
thinks you are as far advanc'd in 
Years, as any you have been {peak- 
ing of. 





From my Hou/fe in St. James's Square, 
February 2. 


I Have often takena Survey to learn 
how far the Powers of a Humane 
Inftrument could reach, but never 
meafured it to that length as I did 
laft Nighr, after reading the Hiftory 


of the French King. And then 1 came 
very fhort of knowing what Mif- 
chiefs and Treafons lye conceal’d in 
the Mind of Man. In that Micro- 
cofm,or little World,are aéted Tra- 
gedies which neither Poets nor Ora- 
tors by all their Odes, Sonnets and 
Panegyricks are capable of figuring 
out. f isas impoilible te be done 
as to dip ones Pen into Eternity, and 
write in Cyphers the exact length of 
Time. The Extremes, the Ambi- 
tion and the Madnefs that lodge in 
an afpiring Mortal, are three Gulphs 
too deep ro fathom; for the Heart 
being a Triangle, and the World 
round, nothing which is round can 
fill the Triangular Heart of Man. I 
think it very fuperfluous to give an 


Abridgement of the Life of a Prince 


who affords Products enough upon 
this Subject. lt all that Hiftory relates 
of his moft Chriftian Majefty be true, 
he is not fo much a human Creature 
as an incarnate Fiend.One would fay 
that Providence made choice of him 
to demonttrate to late Ages whata 
Man would be at. That rapid {peed 
wherewith he laid hold of occations, 
and ufed his Advantages, gave the 
World an infight of the Harvetts 
and Triumphs he wanted. It is to 
him it might have been once faid, I 
expect you intwo Campaigns at the 
Hague, Vienna and Edinburgh. He 
look’d upon itas aCrime that any 
fhould doube of the Succefé of his 
Deligns;, but now his Conquefts are 
broke into many Pieces, and there 
is not fo much Pride to be feen in his 
Perfon as there was formerly in his 
Picture. Some Writers were not 
miltaken in believing France too lir- 
tle for this Monarch; how was 
France likely to content him, when 
Europe did not feema Conquett large 
enogh for his Ambition ?He frown'd 
when he heard the Ambaflador of 
Venice fay. it would take up more 
than an Age to conquer all the Con- 
tederate Princes joyn’d in War a 
gainft him. A German Poet exprefles 
this Vanity after a very lively man- 
ner; he reprefents,the King fainting 
for want of Breath, in fo ftrait an 
Apartment as a Country no bigger 
than Europe. Europe was to the King 
what a ftreight Dungeon is to a Cri- 
minal confined in it. Ifhe is ftreight- 
ned for Room, the King for his Part 
looks upon the Pofleiiion of all Eu- 
rope asthe Mifery of being crowded 


up 
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upin anarrow Corner. An Italian 
Painter carries the Jeft much farther 
than all this; be pencils our the 
Kings Heart an 4rchicor ; ina little 
{por of which the World was fo un- 
ftreightned, that there was Room tor 
three more ;but does it nod feem that 
fo vaft a Heart determinates upon a 
very trifling Thing,when it propofts 
only to be prais‘d by publick Record. 
It is reported the great Expence he 
has been at to have his Hiltory writ 
forced him to fay, What Prodigious 
Sums have I given tobe fiyl d 4 Comque- 
ror, when all the World will proclaim me 
Beaten ? Is it not a Madnefs to ex- 
pofe a Man’s felf to fo much Pain 
and Trouble for the fake of being 
counted when he is dead, what he 
never was in his Life ? Let the E- 
miffaries of the French Court fa 


what they will upon the Contradt- 
étion of the Heart of Man upon its 
intollerable Follies and Extravagan- 
cies ; neverthelefs I fhall be of Opi- 
nion, that the end the King propo- 
fed to himfelf was very confiftent 
with che vaft and immenfé extent of 


his Ambition. He hada Mind to 
reach to the very laft Moment of 
Time, though it were to be exten- 
ded to as many Ages as there are 
Days in his long Reign, and hoped 
not this from one or more conquer'd 
Kingdoms, but from Books. He is 
not miftaken ; for if France had not 
furnifhed him with Pens, there 
would not have been half that Glory 
paid to his Memory as there is. He 


concerns himfelf fo much with what 
fhall be faid of him &ve or fix Ags 
hence, that it looks as if he wifh'd 
he might then be born again to read 
what Hiftorians relate of him. By 
this infatiable Defire of Praife he va- 
lues the Lives of Menno more than 
the chopping off the Heads of Beafts 
It is mot Ten Years, fince he was 
impious enough to be thought and 
ftil’d invincible. Some begun to 
pay homage to his very Statues, as 
wellas to his Name. He expericnc’d 
that this fort of Adoration brought 
his Subje&ts toa very great Submif- 
fion ; and indeed Matters were then 
carried fo far, that feveral Printes 
durft not take up Arms againft a Po- 
tentate who was look’d upon to be 
little inferiour to a Deity. It was 
therefore his Intereft the World 
fhould have this mighty Opinion of 
him, and he very dexteroufly encou- 
raged it. One Day he publickly 
acknowledged that his Affairs requi- 
red him to be call'd invincible, and 
that he wifh’d it were in his Power 
oe Laws to all Nations. I could 
eafily perfwade my felf,rhat by often 
faying this to others, and hearing his 
Parafites upon this Topick, he 
doubtlefs was inclined to believe, 
that he was defcended from the 
Loins of Fupiter, For there are 
hardly any Thoughts fo vain, but 
extraordinary Profperity and Power, 
with the Addrefles of an unlimited 
Flattery, will be able to infufe. 


THE 
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